Dear MAFL Fund Contributors & Interested Bystanders,
A little more action this week, though we need to wait for Sunday before anything happens that we care about. I guess though, in a weekend where 5 of the top 8 teams play at home, all of them as favourites, it’s a little much to expect too much by way of excitement.

I’ve no doubt the two bets will divide popular opinion. The Roos and the Blues, each with 2 and 7 records, have not exactly had the bookies quivering this year – and they’ve certainly done us no favours – but I do have some sympathy with both bets. 
Sure, Port played well last week, but they’d lost 5 of 6 prior to that. Carlton, undoubtedly, have been dreadful the past two weeks, but it’s been against quality opposition in the Saints and the Crows. It’s not unreasonable then, I’d suggest, to rate Carlton better than a 33% chance of winning.
Our other wager, the Roos, put up a reasonable showing against the Saints last weekend, so they too have some claim to be better than a 30% chance.

At least that’s what I’m saying on this side of the weekend. Your mileage may vary.

Here’s the detail of the weekend:
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*** RESULTS ***

Date Venue Team 1 Bet Price Team 2 Bet Price Bet Team 1 Bet Team 2 Predicted Winner Pred Margin

2-Jun-06 Football Park Adelaide (2nd) - Essendon (16th) - - - Adelaide 43

3-Jun-06 Kardinia Park Geelong (12th) - West Coast (1st) - - - West Coast 8

3-Jun-06 Docklands Western Bulldogs (6th) - Hawthorn (11th) - - - Western Bulldogs 31

3-Jun-06 M.C.G Collingwood (3rd) - Brisbane Lions (10th) - - - Collingwood 11

3-Jun-06 Subiaco Fremantle (8th) - Richmond (9th) - - - Fremantle 4

4-Jun-06 Manuka Oval Kangaroos (14th) $3.30 Sydney (4th) - 3.97% - Sydney 33

4-Jun-06 Docklands Carlton (15th) $3.00 Port Adelaide (13th) - 5.75% - Port Adelaide 28

4-Jun-06 M.C.G Melbourne (7th) - St Kilda (5th) - - - St Kilda 8

Total 9.72% 0.00%

9.72%

Underdogs

Equal Favourites

Favourites


Success with either bet will see us creeping closer to $1.00; success with both will take us to $1.09; success with neither will drop us to around $0.79.
Turning then to tipping, Round 10 sees the Model plumping for its 11th underdog for the year (currently it’s 4 and 6 on underdogs and 2 and 0 on equal favourites), opting for the Saints over the Demons in the only game of the round that sees the team higher up on the ladder not starting as favourite. In other games, amongst the seven tipped favourites, the Model sees three of them – West Coast, Collingwood and Fremantle – as only just limping home, with tipped margins of less than 2 straight goals.
Last weekend’s results saw the Model improving its impressive record with tips where the margin is 18 points or more. Here’s the current situation:
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1-17 20 27 47 57.4%

18+ 7 18 25 72.0%


Model margin prognostications aside, the round shapes up as having two, maybe three, potential games of the round: Demons/Saints, Freo/Richmond and perhaps Collingwood/Lions.

Alternatively, if you’re engineer at heart and you like seeing things taken apart, tune into the Crows/Dons game Friday night. When last I looked, the Dons were at $7.50 on Sportsbet, with Adelaide at an unbackable $1.07 for the second straight week. Only a sporting half-time declaration by the Crows looks capable of sustaining interest in this one into the latter stages. 

Overall, the MAFL benchmark portfolios have continued to drop over the past fortnight:

· MAFL Portfolio #1 is down (yes, down) 2.1% since the benchmark date

· MAFL Portfolio #2 is up 10.1% since the benchmark date

· The Combined Portfolio is up only 3.3% since the benchmark date

Cheers for now,

Tony
